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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY M ^ 000 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/EP 03/07299 

I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 



Description, Pages 
1-9 

Claims, Numbers 

1-6 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

1 /4-4/4 as originally filed 

2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 
E3 restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to 

Rule 68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13 3 
is 

□ complied with. 

13 not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 



13 the parts relating to claims Nos. 3-6 . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



□ all parts. 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



5,6 
3,4 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



5,6 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



3-6 



2. Citations and explanations 
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1) This Examining Authority agrees with the objection put forward by the Search 
Authority as to lack of unity (Rule 13.1 PCT) and. considers that the following 
separate inventions are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept: 

I: Claims 1-2: portable cleaning appliance with pipe for feeding stream of 

fluid directly to rotating tool... 
II: Claims 3-6: portable cleaning brush with a hinged handle capable of 

being locked in different positions 

2) With letter of 4/03/2004 - and as confirmed by the representative by phone on 
21/06/2004 - the applicant restricted the claims and requested the examination of 
claims 3-6. 

3) Documents US-A-5870790 (see col. 6, line 55 - col. 7, line 50; figures 18-21) and 
US-A-5423102 (see col. 3, lines 44-67; col. 5, lines 20-43; figures 1, 2, 4, 6) both 
disclose a portable cleaning appliance comprising all independent claim 3 and 
dependent claim 4 features. In particular, with regard to document US-A-5870790, 
see the shell (handle ) (403) hinged to the body (402) with means (460, 462) for 
locking the relative positions. 

The present application does not meet therefore the requirements of Article 33(1) 
PCT, because the subject-matter of claims 3, 4 is not new in the sense of Article 
33(2) PCT. 

4) The additional features disclosed in dependent claims 5, 6 seem to relate merely 
to constructional measures coming within the scope of the customary practice 
followed by persons skilled in the art and involving no unexpected effects. Thus, 
the subject-matter of said claims does not seem to involve an inventive step and 
does not satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33(3) PCT. 
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